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	   	   	   A	  LETTER	  FROM	  THE	  CHAIR	  

Hello delegates and welcome to SOCHUM! 
 

My name is Esha Raman, and I will be your chair for the Social, Humanitarian and 
Cultural Committee. This committee will continue to challenge delegates through the 
course of the day, and we expect nothing but the most excited and eager delegates. 
 

Before I talk about the committee, I would like to give you all a little insight into who 
I am. Currently I am a junior at High School North. Aside from Model UN, I am an 
avid golfer for my school’s varsity golf team. I am also an advocate for breast cancer 
prevention and work with several organizations to help affected families. Besides 
school, I love binge watching Netflix, spending time with friends and traveling.  
 

I would also like to briefly introduce the staff members of SOCHUM who will be 
working tirelessly to ensure this committee is a grand success. I will be joined by 
three of our most passionate sophomore delegates.  Aman Anand is an active member 
of student council and enjoys playing basketball with friends.  Mohammad Wahla is 
an avid member of debate clubs and enjoys soccer and martial arts. Kripa Srinivasan 
is an active member of Medforum and enjoys playing the violin. 
 

As delegates of SOCHUM, you are challenged to address the ever-growing issue of 
xenophobia and its effects on issues such as the refugee crisis, the illegal arms trade 
and terrorism. Your solutions should be creative and address the vast underlying 
issues that xenophobia presents. I hope that you will all take it upon yourself to come 
prepared and excited for lively debate, in order to have an enriched NorthMUNC 
experience.  
 

Regardless of any award that comes out of our day together, I hope to make a 
positive impact on all of you and help you grow as delegates in some way. Please feel 
free to reach out to me at raman22441@gmail.com if you have any questions, or just 
want to introduce yourself! I am very excited to meet you all in October! 
 

Best,  

Esha Raman  
Chair, SOCHUM 
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     North Model United Nations Conference 2017
	   	   A	  LETTER	  FROM	  THE	  MODERATOR	  	  

Dear Delegates, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural 
Committee at NorthMUNC. My name is Nitya Labh, and I am a senior at WWP High 
School North. I previously staffed NorthMUNC I in the West Wing Crisis 
committee, and moderated NorthMUNC II’s DISEC. I’m looking forward to be your 
co-chair this conference.  
 
Apart from Model UN, I enjoy watching movies, doing anything art-related, and 
working as a youth journalist and UN-delegate for an NGO called Girls Learn 
International. While I spend most of my time drawing or painting; I am most 
interested in economics and international markets. 
 
I can’t wait to see the creativity and ideas that you bring to the increasingly pressing 
issue of Xenophobia. I hope that you will be able to come up with innovative 
solutions and compromises on some of today’s most controversial humanitarian 
debates. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to Esha or me if you have any questions or concerns! 
 
 
Best, 
 
Nitya Labh 
Vice Chair, SOCHUM 
nityalabh@gmail.com 
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Topic of Discussion: Xenophobia 
	  

 

Introduction  

The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
describes xenophobia as a broad concept that is 
manifested when an individual or individuals 
have an “intense dislike or hatred against people 
that are perceived as outsiders, strangers or 
foreigners to a group, community or nation, 
based on their presumed or real descent, 
national, ethnic or social origin, race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation or other 
grounds.” Xenophobia erupts in two main ways. 
The first is secluding immigrants within a nation 
despite their longstanding contributions, thus 
creating hostility and violence within a nation. 
The second form of xenophobia exploits lack of 
knowledge about other cultures and traditions, 
paving way for disagreements and segregation. 
While this form does not usually instigate 
violence, it creates a division, resulting in 
restriction of a nation’s economic and social 
advancement. Xenophobia poses a unique threat 
to the international community as it aggravates 
global crises such as the illegal arms trade, 
terrorism and the refugee crisis. Xenophobia is a 
growing issue and continues to undermine 
peace, security, justice, and social progress of 
the international community and must be 
addressed immediately.  

Xenophobia and the Refugee Crisis  

Millions of refugees fled from their homes in 
2015 due to serious 
terrorist threats, 
sparking a crisis as 
countries struggled to 
cope with the influx of 
refugees. The conflict in 
Syria continues to be by 
far the biggest driver of 
migration. But the 
ongoing violence in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, abuses in Eritrea, as well 
as poverty in Kosovo, are also leading people to 

look for new lives elsewhere. Over time, strong 
misconceptions have emerged among the 
citizens of the nations receiving the refugees and 
providing them with the asylum they need to 
live. A primary concern in multiple western 
nations is whether immigrants take away 
employment opportunities from natives. Several 
surveys suggest natives are concerned about 
dilution or complete loss of their culture to 
refugees. Regardless of the cause, such feelings 
foster a sense of xenophobia towards incoming 
refugees. Several leaders are perplexed as to 
whether the refugee crisis may be the leading 
cause for an increase in Xenophobia across the 
nation.  
 
Xenophobia caused by refugees can be traced 
back to centuries, for instance: British 
discovering Native Americans upon harboring at 
the new continent, or the massacres conducted 
against them, Europe before the Westphalia 
order had been established, Communists in the 
West during mid-twentieth century and now 
refugees escaping from politically unstable 
nations, riddled by terrorism. Many current 
superpowers have had xenophobia rooted in 
them for as long as refugees have existed. The 
United States of America experienced its fair 
share after the first great wave of immigrants in 
1880-1900, and then another wave from 1900 to 
1920. Due to the increasing Asian immigrants in 
the country, the Congress adopted the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, and thus openly discriminated 
against the thousands of immigrants in fear that 
they were taking all labor opportunities from the 

natives. A similar trend can be 
observed in the modern 
European Union where refugees 
seeking salvation are welcomed 
with hate crime, racial slurs and 
discrimination. 
 
The increasing number of 
refugees has sparked an 
increased crime rate against 

minorities from these terror-affected regions. 
Over the past five years, there have been 
countless attacks on refugee camps/shelters. The 



UN’s refugee chief says a worrying “climate of 
xenophobia” has taken hold in several continents 
as the international community struggles with 
the biggest influx of migrants since World War 
II. Unfortunately, the right to asylum is being 
undermined by xenophobia as well as 
nationalistic and political rhetoric intent on 
linking refugees with security concerns and 
terrorism. Nations who have accepted the most 
number of refugees, such as Turkey, are also in 
doubt about the extent to which they should 
embrace the 2 million plus refugees. The rise of 
xenophobia has emerged as a key concern in 
several nations, especially Germany, as the 
influx of migrants in the last two years has been 
accompanied by anger and attacks on asylum 
seekers in many eastern states such as Saxony, 
Saxony-Anhalt and Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania.  Perhaps the only way to tackle 
rising Xenophobia is to allow cultures to blend 
in and initiate diversity in a society.  

Xenophobia’s Role in the Illicit Arms Trade  

Trade involving small and light weapons 
(SALW) is a prevalent and growing issue 
throughout the international community. The 
market pertaining to illicit arms has been 
estimated at 10-20% of the total global arms 
trade, including pistols, rifles, machine guns, 
and bullets with various weapons falling into 
under the SALW category. Illegal arms trade is 
most prevalent within nations with the highest 
exports of weaponry such as the United States, 
Russia, and Mexico. Despite recent framework 
and legislation created to address this issue, such 
as the 2013 Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), Firearms 
Protocol, and the Program of Action on illicit 
small arms and light weapons, and its 
International Tracing Instrument, the issue 
continues to remain a colossal one.  
 

Throughout history, there has been a direct 
correlation between xenophobia and illicit arms 
trade, as well as gun violence. Countries 
involved in xenophobic violence are often 
scrutinized on their illegal acquisitions of 
weapons, used to target specific groups of 
people with a hateful purpose. For example, in 
2015, xenophobic attacks were carried out in 
South Africa on foreign officials. These attacks 
involved the use of illegally transported 
weapons, which were then traded inside the 
country’s border. The job of this committee will 
not only be to address the issue at hand, but 
being able to establish solutions towards illegal 
arms trade which will have direct conclusive 
effects on xenophobia.  
 
In the past decade alone, the illicit arms trade 
has been a major focus for nations governments. 
The trade of SALW’s has been circulating 
throughout developed and developing nations. In 
2013, over 250,000 firearms were smuggled 
from San Diego to Mexico. In 2014, there were 
an estimated 10 million firearms circulating in 
the hands of civilians in Thailand. Since 2010, 
over 10 million firearms have been distributed 
illegally through the use of private arms traders. 
In the Middle East, South Africa, and Latin 
America arms have been illegally smuggled to 
terrorist and major radical groups. The result of 
events like these has been the distribution of 
weapons to terrorist organizations. In today’s 
world where terrorist groups have emerged as 
the prime xenophobic catalysts, it is important 
that the trade of weapons is tracked and 
monitored to ensure the legal distribution of 
arms. However, in recent history, major groups 
such as ISIS and Al Qaeda have engaged in 
xenophobic attacks targeting specific Muslim 
groups, while simultaneously threatening 
civilians through illegal small arms and light 
weapons. Due to inefficient and unsubstantial 
framework, the issue has only escalated. It has 
clearly been made evident that the illicit trade of 
weapons has undermined the recent treaties and 
regulations. The Programme of Action on small 
arms (PoA) adopted in 2001 was made in order 
to ensure that governments would agree to 
improve national small arms laws, import and 
export controls, as well as weapon stockpile 
management (according to the UN). In 2005, the 



International Tracing Instrument (ITI) required 
states to ensure that weapons were properly 
marked and recorded during all distribution and 
movement processes. Finally, the Arms Trade 
Treaty going into effect just recently was simply 
a type of add-on to the PoA. However, due to 
the fact that many provisions that were 
considered as a requirement under the PoA are 
not essential in the ATT, the Arms Trade Treaty 
is an entirely separate agreement. The Arms 
Trade Treaty, perhaps the most effective 
jurisdiction under the UN was created to 
regulate the international trade in conventional 
arms (according to the UN). Although this is the 
case, it has yet to be proven very effective for 
nations based on the statistics showing how 
terrorist rates and attacks have gone up as well 
as cases involving the smuggling of weapons 
along nations’ borders.  
 
That being said, the ATT along with other 
agreements lack essential provisions concerning 
SALW. In order to construct an effective 
solution (and legislation), a document of such 
must contain provisions for both exporters and 
importers of weapons while respecting nations’ 
sovereignty. Along with this, a document must 
address the connection between illegal arms 
trade and the global xenophobic prevalence. 
Weapons being exported and imported towards 
areas with high terrorist activity must be 
monitored and kept under surveillance at all 
times.  
 
Xenophobia and Terrorism 

Since the early 21st century, terrorism has been 
a prevalent issue throughout the international 
community and continues to rise. From it’s 
spread along Middle East into central Europe 
and the United States, terrorism is a massive 
issue, which the world can no longer ignore. In 
2015 alone, over 28,000 people were killed from 
terrorism with 35,000 injured. The previous 
year, globally, terrorism killed over 32,000 
people. In fact, since 2010, over 100,000 people 
have died as a result to violence committed by 
terrorist organizations and radical groups around 
the world. The rise of radical Islamic terrorist 
group ISIS, mainly in the last decade, has made 
terrorism one of the most discussed and argued 

topics worldwide, yet despite the constant debate 
on the issue, the death and injury tolls are only 
rising. It is predictable however for terrorism to 
be spreading. Since the late 20th century, 
technology has been advancing at rapid rates, 
and major terrorist organizations have been able 
to capitalize and utilize these technological 
advances in order to spread their popularity, 
thereby increasing their effectiveness and in 
spreading fear through the world.  
 
Unfortunately, the whole religion or sect is type 
casted as terrorist, once people within that race 
commit acts of terrorism. Hence, fostering a 
strong sense of xenophobia within the 
international community. While this feeling 
often divides a community it can also motivate 
terrorists as well. For example, events like the 
9/11 attacks, the Manchester concert attack, and 
several attacks in Europe, all led by ISIS and Al 
Qaeda has branded foreigners from the Middle 
East as terrorists. The effects of terrorist attacks 
are often long lasting and inconsolable. 
Nonetheless, they are sometimes effective tools 
used to shed light on issues faced by these 
groups. Furthermore, political leaders have 
begun enforcing regulations to restrict certain 
ethnicities or racial groups from entering their 
country. The hostility and fear that terrorism 
fosters works in tandem with xenophobia in 
order to create a never-ending cycle of death and 
divide.  
 
Useful Resources  

1.https://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/sal

w/ 

2. http://www.havocscope.com/tag/arms-

trafficking/ 

3. http://origins.osu.edu/article/merchants-death-

international-traffic-arms 



 4.http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/topics/xenop

hobi 

 5. https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/wp-
content/uploads/pdf/UNHCR_Blueprint.pd 

          6.http://nhri.ohchr.org/EN/Themes/Racial/Docu
ments/Xenophobia.pdf 

        7.http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?article=1089&context=edpsychpapers 

 


