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Hi delegates!  

 

My name is Ashwin Bindra and I will be serving as your chair for the DISEC 

committee. I am a senior at WWP High School North. I’ve been apart of Model 

United Nations since my freshman year, and have served as an officer the past 

two years. This year I’ll be serving as NorthMUN’s Director-General. Outside of 

MUN, I am the President of my class, a Boys State and Boys Nation alum, serve 

as an editor on the yearbook staff, help out with my euro-challenge team, 

volunteer with NHS, and play varsity Lacrosse. I love political science, finance, 

and computer science and plan to study one or more of these topics in my 

college career. As for delegates, I believe each and everyone has their own style 

of leadership and do not think one is necessarily better than the other. That being 

said, I’m a sucker for a good speech and someone who knows how to lead and 

not just talk. Make sure you research well! The most important part of MUN is 

the learning aspect and you only get so much out of it as you put in.  

 

I would also like to introduce one of our staffers. Palak Mehta, a sophomore at 

High School North. She joined MUN in her freshman year and although, she was 

overwhelmed at first, she soon came to love the club as a whole. Aside from 

MUN, she is part of school soccer and softball team and an officer for Student 

Council. Along with those activities, she likes to watch TV, eat ice cream, and 

chill with her friends. As the conference comes closer, she would love to see 

everyone’s passion toward MUN and the topic shine. After acknowledging that, 

she can’t wait to see how each one of you will bring out your own talents! Feel 

free to contact her at pmehta124@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

 

With a topic as urgent and prevalent as maritime piracy and DISEC focusing 

mainly on obtaining global security and preventing armed threats, it is essential 

to draft resolutions that will solve maritime piracy while maintaining foreign 

relations. Therefore, effective collaboration and innovative, yet sustainable 

solutions are highly encouraged. Delegates should not be afraid to voice new and 

different solutions and take initiative for the committee. Furthermore, extensive 

research, beyond the background guide, will be beneficial. That being said, I 

can’t wait to meet you all and have a great day of debate! If you have any 

questions about the background guide feel free to reach out to any of my staffers 

below. If you want to talk to me specifically about clubs I’ve taken apart in like 

Boys State my email is ashwinbindra@gmail.com. Can’t wait to see you guys! 

 

 

Best, 

Ashwin Bindra 

Chair, DISEC 
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A LETTER FROM THE VICE CHAIRS 

Hey delegates!  

My name is Phalgun Garimella, and I am a junior here at WWP High School North. 

Ever since my freshman year of high school, Model UN has been a large and 

impactful part of my life -- and I’m fortunate enough to serve as the team’s Under-

Secretary-General of Financial Affairs. Aside from MUN, I’m an officer for the 

Student Council and North’s Business League, and I love biking around town with 

my friends for fun. Before coming into committee, I’d like to stress the importance of 

comprehensive research and diplomacy. Due to the fact that this is a relatively 

nuanced topic, we hope all of you come prepared to debate country policy and work 

with others around you. With that being said, make sure to have fun, and I can’t wait 

to see you all soon! Feel free to contact me at gphalgun@gmail.com if you have any 

questions. 

 

Hey guys!  

I am Rohan Kohli, currently a junior at WWP High School North and the Head 

Delegate for NorthMUN. I joined our school’s MUN club during my freshman year. 

Although I was nervous at first, I grew to love the club and attained a genuine 

passion for Model UN. While MUN has kept me busy, I am also an officer for our 

school’s Model Congress team, a member of our student government, and a player on 

the volleyball team. Aside from my activities, I love to play basketball with my 

friends or watch the latest movies. When it comes to committee, I would really like to 

see innovative and sustainable solutions which can only come from thorough 

research. I wish you all the best of luck and can’t wait to see you at NorthMUNC IV! 

Feel free to reach me at rnparker603@gmail.com with anything you may need. 
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Topic of Discussion: Maritime Piracy 

 

Introduction 

 

As the Second World War ended, the 

frequency of overseas trade increased to a point that 

it doubles every few decades. Currently, the 

shipping industry is carriaging around 90% of the 

world’s trade, accounting for around 93,000 

merchant vessels, 1.25 million seafarers, and almost 

six billion tons of cargo. The transportation of raw 

materials and imports/exports of manufactured 

goods is executed through seaborne trade. However, 

given the importance of cargo, criminal robbery of 

ships and materials have raised in numbers which is 

known as maritime piracy.  

Maritime piracy wasn’t in the public eye 

until 2008, when the pirates off the coast of Somalia 

hijacked a ship full of Russian tanks and an oil 

supertanker. Since then dozens of countries started 

to deploy their navies to the Gulf of Aden in terms 

of counter piracy, and the United Nations - seeing 

how maritime piracy was a threat to countries’ 

economies - decided to rule out 4 distinct 

legislations in 2008. Toward the middle of 2009, the 

U.S. Navy killed three Somali pirates and held one 

captive. As more and more operations were 

overturned, maritime piracy spread to different parts 

of the world. Experts fear that it will no longer be 

seen in just East Africa, but around the world. 

 

 

Background: Centuries of Organized 

Crime 
 

 

With maritime piracy having dramatically 

evolved over the past centuries, it can be dated all 

the way back to 1400 BC when the Lukkans, the 

earliest known pirates, were a major problem to the 

Egyptian Empire. Based in today’s southeastern 

Turkey, the Lukkans attacked water regions, like off 

of Cyprus, and raided mainly in the eastern 

Mediterranean until 1200 BC. As time went on, the 

Cretans became predominant in the Hellenic world 

between 1000 and 500 BC. Pirate marketplaces, 

during this time, went as far as selling captured 

slaves, consisting of mostly women and children. In 

75 BC, famous Julius Caesar was captured by the 

Cilician pirates off of the eastern Mediterranean 

coast and eventually ransomed for a large sum of 

silver. However, after the ransom was paid and 

Caesar was free, he sent out a fleet to capture the 

pirates and then later had them crucified. When 800 

AD came around, Scandinavian pirates started to 

brutally attack the coast of England by pillaging 

local buildings and slaughtering civilians.  



 

 

 In, relatively, more recent years, German 

pirates began to strike the ports and ships of 

Denmark and Norway. After this, piracy evolved to 

become a dangerous accessory to national powers. 

For example, Queen Elizabeth I, in the late 1500s, 

utilized “sea dogs”, British pirates, to pillage 

Spanish ships that were constantly traveling back 

and forth to the New World. As a result, strong 

powers of other European countries, like France and 

Netherlands, were inspired and began conducting 

their own maritime piracy. In the 1700s, piracy 

expanded to the Caribbean, where mostly British 

and colonial ships were attacked. As pirates grew 

prevalent in Barbary Coast of North Africa in the 

early 1800s, President Thomas Jefferson decided to 

send U.S. Navy and Marine forces to attack and 

defeat the pirate bases, which was finally completed 

in the 1830s.  

 

 

In the past 100 years, maritime piracy has remained 

troublesome in the coasts of Southeast Asia and 

East Africa, where ships and combat forces have 

become extremely advanced, making maritime 

piracy more dangerous than ever. In the past, piracy 

seems to never have really faded away. Instead, 

pirate bases merely migrate and grow in various 

areas. As ship and arms technology gets 

increasingly advanced, the need for innovative and 

implementable solutions rapidly rises.  

 

 

Current Situation 

 

Causing an average global loss of 13-16 

billion dollars per year for the last decade, it simply 

cannot be denied that maritime piracy is a prevalent 

issue in today’s day and age. Nowadays, pirates 

have mainly concentrated into areas such as the 

Gulf of Aden, Somalia, the Indian Ocean, the 

Caribbean, and more -- mainly due to the fact that 

these regions/bodies of water in particular happen to 

be maritime trade hubs and vital passageways for 

cargo. As a result, a lucrative opportunity is 

presented to pirates all around the world.  

 



Before delving into the details behind the 

issue itself and the rationale for these pirates, it is 

important to recognize the method that most pirates 

use today to hijack vessels and steal the goods that 

they are carrying. One would think security against 

maritime piracy has improved over the years, but 

pirates have a developed a seemingly foolproof plan 

to conduct these crimes: trapping large vessels in 

small passageways in order to surround them fully. 

Left with virtually no form of escape, the 

passengers are forced to surrender. Nowadays, 

instead of focusing on the ships’ cargo, pirates seem 

to be more focused on the personal belongs of the 

passengers -- even the identities of the passengers 

themselves.  

 

Although the motive of most pirates is to 

strike rich and distribute it among their criminal 

organizations. However, piracy in today’s world is 

also caused by political unrest. For example, after 

the United States of America’s withdrawal from 

Vietnam, Thai piracy was directed at the many 

Vietnamese escaping with boats. Additionally, due 

to discrepancies in political alignments, many 

nations forbid ships to enter their port if their crew 

is armed in an attempt to fight maritime piracy -- 

meaning that the ships have no way to defend 

themselves. Some shipping companies even go as 

far to hire private armed security guards. 

 

Analysis of the Problem 

 

When looking at various attacks of maritime 

piracy, we see that part of the problem why the 

governments are not able to prevent the attacks of 

maritime piracy is because the pirates are part of 

highly organized criminal enterprises that gather 

intelligence, coordinate attacks, work in discrete 

teams, sometimes have their own tankers and then 

sell what they steal to big, pre-arranged buyers. 

They are extremely dangerous because their mission 

is to capture all the cargo that they want and 

continuous attack ships who are unaware of any 

such incident. The Somali pirates are known for 

taking hostages, on the contrary, the pirates in South 

Asia are scavenging for cargo and liquid fuel 

available. These pirates are very well trained and 

highly organized which is very different from the 

gangs of pirates in Somali.  

 

Furthermore, the attacks of these pirates 

have currently affected many bodies of water across 

the world such as Malacca Strait, South China Sea, 

Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Guinea, Benin, Nigeria, 

Somalia Indonesia, Arabian Sea, and Indian Ocean. 

 

The pirates’ operations spread across such 

intricate and rich places around the world that it 

becomes hard to protect the ships around the world. 

Indonesia, alone, has around 95,000 km of coastline 

which becomes difficult to patrol due to the limited 

government and increases the range for the pirates 

to attack. Singapore passes around 120,000 cargo 

ships accounting for around a third of the entire 



global shipping commerce. Additionally, tons of 

crude oil is looted from the Gulf of Guinea, 

Malacca strait, and Singapore strait. Some of the 

worst cases reported are from the Straits of Malacca 

and Singapore, being one the world’s busiest 

commercial waterways.  

 

According to a study carried out by One 

Earth Future Foundation in 2010, overall around $7 

billion and $12 billion dollars are lost from the 

international economy every year due to the pirate 

attacks at sea therefore solving the epidemic of the 

pirate attacks is pressing. 

 

Possible Solutions 

 

International and Jurisdictional Coordination 

 The 2012 United Nations Resolution on 

maritime piracy included solutions centered around 

countries working together. By connected 

investigative and jurisdictional forces from 

bordering countries, they can work aside each other 

to locate and strike local pirate bases affecting 

them. Additionally, combined armed forces can 

potentially be much more effective and a single 

nation’s military. Not only should countries work 

alongside each other, but also coordinate with 

international programs, for example, specific 

committees in the United Nations and global 

security organizations. 

 

Increased Advanced Coastal Security 

 With pirate attacks becoming predominant 

within coasts, there is increasing need for advanced 

and modern security measures. Allocating finances 

for coasts where piracy is prevalent will allow for 

local enforcement to increase security 

infrastructure, monitoring technology, armed forces 

on the water, and defense technology. Funding is 

extremely essential, given that many pirate attacks 

take place off of the coasts of low GDP countries. 

Working together with international organizations 

and allied countries can be a potential method of 

acquiring investments or direct funding. 

Additionally, creating connections between high 

GDP and low GDP countries can be another path to 

obtaining finances. Furthermore, acquiring 

innovative technology with optimal tracking ability 

and advanced communication systems is most vital.  

 

Country Policy/Bloc Positions 

 

United Kingdom 

The United Kingdom is strictly against detaining 

any pirates that are captured in the area, mainly 

because legislation implemented in the past allows 

for these detainees to seek asylum in Britain after 

they are released.  



European Union/United States of America 

Due to the policy of the United Kingdom mentioned 

above, larger Western nations like members of the 

European Union and the United States of America 

must pick up the slack and improve maritime 

security. These nations have shown support to UN 

resolutions regarding maritime piracy in the past, 

but there is still a plethora of work to be done.  

 

Southeast Asian Nations/African Nations 

Especially in nations such as Somalia, Nigeria, 

Indonesia, Malaysia and more, the bodies of water 

surrounding them have the highest frequency of 

piracy. Additionally, the governments of some of 

these nations may be corrupt -- having the ability to 

provide various groups of pirates the required 

papers to enter certain bodies of water. As a result, 

nations in these regions are currently seeking aid 

from financially stable nations and organizations to 

improve the level of maritime security. 

 

Questions to Consider 

• How has maritime piracy changed over the 

centuries that it has been in existence, and 

what is the effect of modern technology on 

piracy today?  

• What has the United Nations tried to do in 

the past to crack down on piracy? What did 

they not cover? 

• How are your new solutions different from 

measures that have been implemented in the 

past to strengthen maritime security?  

 

Useful Resources 

 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_use_of

_children 

• http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/20

00/06/piracy-in-asia-a-grow-ing-barrier-to-

maritime-trade?renderforprint=1 

• http://www.un.org/Depts/los/piracy/piracy_d

ocuments.htm 

• https://www.interpol.int/Crime-

areas/Maritime-piracy/Maritime-piracy  

• https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/cgi/v

iewcontent.cgi?article=1035&context=jil  
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