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   A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

 Welcome Delegates! 

 

My name is Esha Raman and I am very excited to be your chair for Social, 

Humanitarian, and Cultural committee at NorthMUNC IV this year!  

 

Before I talk about committee and what I expect out of delegates, let me tell you all a 

little bit about myself. I am currently a senior at West Windsor-Plainsboro High 

School North and the Director-General of General Assemblies of our Model United 

Nations team. I have done Model UN for all four years of high school, and my 

favorite committee to take is SOCHUM. Outside of Model UN, I am captain of the 

girl’s varsity golf team and head community organizer for the Breast Cancer 

Resource Center. In my free time, you can find me binge watching Netflix (House of 

Cards and FRIENDS, of course) and traveling.  

 

I would also like to briefly introduce our staff-members for SOCHUM who will be 

working tirelessly to ensure this committee is a grand success. Carly Kowalski is a 

junior at North and is on the varsity cheer team. Additionally, she is a dedicated 

dancer and also mentors young children at her local dance studio. Kripa Srinivasan, a 

junior, plays the violin and is an active member of Medical Forum. In her free time, 

she likes to read and spend time with friend and family. Finally, Pranav Kumar is a 

sophmore at North and plays for the North tennis team. Outside of school, he likes to 

spend time with friends and play basketball.  

As delegates of SOCHUM, you are challenged to address the ever-growing issue of 

nuclear terrorism and its effects on the international community. You can expect to 

debate topics ranging from safety measure surrounding nuclear facilities to 

corruption in government army’s that aid terrorist organizations, to reducing nations 

stockpiles of highly enriched uranium. Due to the committee’s large scope, it will be 

of utmost importance to collaborate with other delegates in order to present the best 

resolution. While remaining diplomatic and as inclusive as possible, a good delegate 

should also be able to change the flow of debate, make nuanced arguments and 

introduce unique solutions to the problem at hand.  

 

Regardless of any award that comes out of our day together, I hope to make a 

positive impact on all of you and help you grow as delegates in some way. Please feel 

free to reach out to me at raman22441@gmail.com if you have any questions, or just 

want to introduce yourself! I am extremely excited to meet you all in October! 

 

Best, 

Esha Raman 

Chair, SOCHUM 
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A LETTER FROM THE VICE CHAIR

Hello Delegates! 

 

My name is Aman Anand and I am very much looking forward to being your vice 

chair for SOCHUM this year at NorthMUNC IV! 

 

Although clearly my main focus during this conference will be anything and 

everything MUN, let me tell you a little bit about who I am. I am currently a Junior at 

West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North and serve as the USG of 

Communications for North’s MUN team. MUN has served a greater purpose for me 

than just a club, and has not only provided me with valuable and irreplaceable life 

lessons, but has allowed for me to make a bond with my North MUN team that I will 

never forget. Aside from doing MUN for the 3 years that I have been in High School, 

I am also an officer for High School North’s Student Council and Key Club. Outside 

of school, I love to eat at any restaurant, watch movies as well as Game of Thrones, 

and enjoy a great time with my friends.  

 

At NorthMUNC IV, I expect to see not only insightful debate surrounding the effects 

of nuclear terrorism, but collaboration and cohesiveness between delegates as you 

convey your ideas. Diplomacy is something which should be and will be incredibly 

stressed during committee, so while attempting to bring your points across while 

replying to those of others, you must also be respectful with your wording and 

decision making. I have no doubt that this years NorthMUNC will be the best one 

yet, as Delegates, it is your job to keep the discussion entertaining, interesting, and 

most of all innovative.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all at NorthMUNC IV, and I am once again extremely 

excited to be your vice chair this year. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have 

any questions about committee, the conference, or North MUN as a whole at 

amannj18@gmail.com. Once again, I wish you all the best at NorthMUNC IV! 

 

Best,  

Aman Anand 

Vice Chair, SOCHUM 
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Topic of Discussion: Nuclear Terrorism 

Introduction 

 

Nuclear terrorism is the act of terrorist 

organizations or single countries detonating a 

nuclear device with malicious intent. The term goes 

further to include the use of radioactive material, 

nuclear devices, or the sabotage of nuclear facilities, 

for terrorist means. Given the continuous 

advancements in technology and terrorist groups 

demonstrated ability to acquire nuclear weapons, 

nuclear terrorism is an increasingly growing threat 

for all nations given the weapons ability to create 

mass devastation instantaneously.  

Historical Background 

 

The emergence of nuclear terrorism began 

during the aftermath of 9/11, as nuclear bombs in the 

hands of terrorist regimes terrified the world at large 

after witnessing the direct extent of terrorist attacks 

beyond nuclear weaponry. However, one can say that 

the true threat of nuclear terrorism started in 1998, 

when Osama Bin Laden issued “The Nuclear Bomb 

of Islam”, a statement declaring that it was “the duty 

of Muslims to prepare as much force as  possible to 

terrorize the enemies of God.” Nuclear weapons 

would allow terrorists to immensely increase that 

amount of worldwide destruction they could inflict, 

and ultimately allow them to gain control over 

international politics. With 25 kilograms of HEU 

(Highly Enriched Uranium), terrorist regimes could 

potentially create an improvised nuclear device 

through the use of drug routes, illegal immigrants, 

and legal goods to transport weapons of mass 

destruction, wreak havoc throughout the 

international community.  

 

 

There is clear evidence that terrorist groups 

have attempted to obtain nuclear materials for 

decades. In December 1994, the Czech police located 

and seized 4 kg of HEU. Simultaneously, the 

Germans seized nearly 400 g of plutonium. In 

October 2001, Turkish police arrested two men with 

1.6 kilograms of HEU, and the Russian Defense 

Ministry reported two incidents in which terrorists 

attempted to break into Russian nuclear storage sites. 

There are reports of small, but fully built nuclear 

weapons missing from the Russian arsenal, and in 

1996, Russian general Alexander Lebed claimed that 

40 small nuclear weapons were unaccounted for. 

Since 1993, the International Atomic Energy Agency 

has reported 421 cases of nuclear trafficking, 18 of 

which involved HEU or plutonium. It is clear that 

terrorist organizations are already looking to 

assemble the ingredients necessary to build nuclear 

weapons. 

 

9-11 Terrorist Attack in New York City 



As of now, there are four terrorist groups who 

have demonstrated interest in acquiring or producing 

nuclear weapons: Al Qaeda, Chechnya based 

separatists, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and Aum Shinrikyo. Al 

Qaeda, North Caucasus based separatists, Lashkar-e-

Tayyib, Hezbollah, and the Taliban are all capable of 

acquiring nuclear weapons. Of these groups, Aum 

Shinrikyo and Al Qaeda have both tried purchasing 

nuclear materials/weapons from the black market, 

and it is known that Al Qaeda has been pursuing 

nuclear weapons since 1998 — for 20 years. 

 

While all stolen nuclear materials have been 

successfully recovered, it is not impossible for 

terrorists to steal nuclear weaponry or HEU. In 1993, 

20 bombs worth of HEU, which is 500 kilograms, 

were discovered in Kazakhstan. 30 weapons worth of 

HEU were found in South Africa, after armed teams 

overcame a 10,000-volt security fence, entered 

without setting an alarm, shot a worker, and then 

escaped. It is also possible for terrorists to buy 

nuclear weapons, and a key example of such an 

incident is when Kim Jong-il sold a Yongbyon-style 

reactor capable of producing plutonium from which 

Syria could have manufactured nuclear weapons. 

Countries have also lost nuclear weapons, the U.S. 

admitting to at least 11, and Russia losing 4 nuclear 

submarines that carried nuclear warheads that were 

never recovered. These weapons could be found and 

used by terrorist groups, if not already taken. 

 

Al Qaeda is the most worrying, due to its 

constant battle for nuclear weapons, and it’s 

numerous attempts at thievery.  Agents have already 

tried to buy HEU from South Africa, and have made 

repeated trips to three central Asian states to try to 

buy completed weapons or weapon grade material. 

There have also been speculative reports that Al 

Qaeda purchased 20 Russian suitcase weapons from 

Chechen sources for an estimated 30 million dollars. 

All in all, attempts have been made by terrorist 

groups to create nuclear weaponry, but the threat, 

rather than dying out, has simply grown stronger. 

Problem at Hand 

 

The power of nuclear warfare is great and 

when put in the hands of terrorist organizations it can 

cause the greatest destruction of all. Being able to 

obtain these highly destructive nuclear weapons has 

become progressively easier for large terrorist 

organizations in the past decade, leaving the entire 

international community unsafe. 

 

Access to Nuclear Material  

As it currently stands there are only two ways 

for terrorists to acquire these weapons. The first 

being, through acquiring highly enriched uranium 

(HEU) or plutonium to construct his or her own 

nuclear weapons. Many member states have loose 

regulations surrounding their nuclear facilities, 

making it easy for terrorist organizations to steal 

radioactive materials. Currently, the role of 

standardizing and inspecting security measures at 

nuclear facilities falls under the responsibility of the 

IAEA, however, past breeches on security suggest 

that more can be done to protect our materials and 

facilities.  

 



 

The second method that terrorist groups often 

result to is stealing nuclear weapons from an army or 

country’s stockpile, however this method is much 

harder and less plausible. Regardless of the method 

used to acquire the radioactive material, most nations 

lack the proper guidelines and technology to track the 

materials once it has gone missing, thus allowing 

terrorist to escape with highly dangerous substances. 

Not only do terrorist often escape unscathed but 

leave the international community to wonder, who 

has these substances and how much they posses.  

 

Dirty Bombs 

Creating a nuclear weapon is an extremely 

mentally challenging puzzle that involves a high 

level of knowledge. This is where most terrorist 

organizations are stumped on their quest. Therefore, 

most groups will result to producing the “dirty 

bomb”. Essentially, this weapon is a large explosive 

device, which is wrapped, in highly radioactive 

material. If detonated, the bomb will spread highly 

radioactive material across the area and render it 

uninhabitable for decades. With devastation similar 

to a fully functioning nuclear weapon and an easier 

process, the dirty bomb is a highly attractive weapon 

for terrorist organizations.  

 

 

Country Positions 

 

While the topic of nuclear terrorism 

surrounds some nations more than others, it is 

important to recognize two major things. (1) Nuclear 

weapons pose a threat to the entire international 

community and (2) every nation is involved some 

way or another.  

 

Nuclear Weapon States 

Under the terms of Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) there are 

five main countries considered “nuclear weapon 

states”: the United States, Russia, United Kingdom, 

France, and China. While these nations stand to be 

the most prominent figures in the battle against 

nuclear weapons, other nations such as India, 

Pakistan, Israel and North Korea have also taken part 

in nuclear activity and namely nuclear tests in an 

attempt to lessen the presence of nuclear arms 

amongst the international community. These band of 

nations, primarily spearheaded by the United States 

Nuclear Facility Plant 

Dirty bomb explosion in Yemen 



and Russia, have claimed to stop production of 

highly enriched uranium (HEU), however, for 

military purposes these nations are also known to 

host large stockpiled quantities of HEU/LEU, as well 

as plutonium. Aside from the United States and 

Russia, other major suppliers for HEU fuel include 

China, France, South Africa and the United 

Kingdom. Apart from using HEU for militaristic 

purposes, nations such as Belgium, Canada, France, 

the Netherlands, and Russia have utilizing uranium 

for various medical purposes as well. Developing 

nations including Australia, Indonesia, and South 

Africa are beginning to produce these isotopes with 

LEU targets. 

 

Middle-Eastern Nations 

Currently, the two main Middle Eastern 

powers with nuclear weapons is Israel and Pakistan. 

However, fearing the spark of a nuclear arms race 

with Saudi Arabia, a majority of international 

attention has been placed on stopping Iran from 

obtaining the ability to build nuclear weapon. In 

response to this, twelve countries in the Middle East, 

including Iran, Saudi Arabia, Algeria and Egypt have 

announced plans to explore atomic energy or have 

signed nuclear cooperation agreements. The fear is 

now that these countries may follow the Iranian 

example and work toward building a nuclear bomb 

to protect them in any future nuclear arms race. 

 

European Nations  

Many European countries have either utilized 

uranium in the past, or continue to possess uranium 

within their borders. European nations have also had 

instances of terrorist attacks using nuclear power - 

showcasing the devastating effects of unstable 

resources being held in the wrong hands. For the past 

decade, European nations have been on high alert 

due to the countless attacks by terrorists on the 

innocent civilians of France, England, and various 

other countries consumed by this conflict. Security 

forces in Western and Eastern Europe have worked 

towards uniting their efforts to diminish the effects 

of Nuclear Terrorism, however a conflict of this 

severity requires an overall international effort. 

Interpol has established a special group for this 

purpose consisting of 24 European nations. The Non-

proliferation Treaty (NPT) entered the legislation of 

European nations in 1970 and has formed the basis 

of international action against this conflict. The 

framework of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) has provided minimal impact for the 

reduction of this conflict, along with the fact that The 

United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 

1540 in 2004, ensuring that all nations prevent the 

proliferation of nuclear weaponry. However, despite 

the fact that these resolutions have implemented 

effective legislation in years past, it is imperative that 

this conflict comes to an imminent end through a 

worldwide and globally impactful effort.  

 

South America, Asia & Africa  

The conflict of Nuclear Terrorism consumes 

the entirety of nations within the world, including 

various South American ones. The more advanced 

industries of Brazil and Argentina contain significant 

“dual-use nuclear, biological, and chemical 

materials”. Less developed South American and 

Central American countries face imminent threats 

from weak domestic institutions and non-state actors 



along with the potential for illegal arms dealers and 

illicit trafficking networks to gain access to nuclear 

weapons. These regions have faced greater threats 

from arms and drug trade, as they continue to 

consume the lives of innocent civilians within 

impoverished South American nations. Along with 

some South American and Asian nations, a majority 

of African countries tend to be on the receiving end 

of the deal - receiving HEU fuel from the world’s 

major suppliers.  

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 

 

- How can SOCHUM guarantee the utmost 

safety of nuclear facilities to ensure that 

nuclear material is not stolen in the first 

place? 

- If nuclear material is stolen from a facility 

who should be held responsible, and how 

can these materials be detected and 

recovered?  

- How can SOCHUM ensure terrorist 

organizations that acquire stolen uranium or 

plutonium cannot enrich the materials?  

- Should nations within the international 

community encourage cooperation and 

coordination in regards to their respective 

nuclear facilities and investigations of 

crime? If yes, how? 

- If a nuclear weapon is detonated, how 

should the international community react?  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Nuclear terrorism is indisputably a major 

threat facing the entire international community. 

Between past acts of nuclear terrorism and the 

current lack of regulation and mutual awareness, the 

potential damage that stands before us is 

unimaginable. This committee is faced with the 

daunting task of putting an end to this crisis in order 

to prevent future acts of nuclear terrorism to occur. 

The task at hand may seem intimidating, but it 

provides this committee with the incredible 

opportunity to make a meaningful impact on global 

events.  

Useful Resources 

- https://www.ucsusa.org/nuclear-

weapons/nuclear-

terrorism/overview#.W22jrK2ZMb0 

- https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/nu

clear-terrorism-fact-sheet 

- https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/fi

les/deterring_nuclear_terrorism_robert_litwa

k.pdf  

- https://www.armscontrol.org/system/files/A

CT%20October17%20Digital%20Reduced

%20%281%29.pdf  

- https://www.ucsusa.org/nuclear-

weapons/nuclear-

terrorism/overview#.W2HfoC2ZMXo 

- https://armscontrolcenter.org/nuclear-

terrorism-a-clear-and-present-danger/ 

- http://www.nti.org/about/nuclear-terrorism/ 

- https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/P

MC1122278/ 
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